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SWIMMING POOL, DAMPIER 
Grievance 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [10.10 am]:  Another place in Paradise is Dampier, which is not far from my 
electorate.  It is a wonderful community and is a couple of hours’ drive from Onslow.   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Is it in Paradise or close to Paradise? 
Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  It is close to Paradise, but for some people it is Paradise.   

During the last election campaign, a commitment was made by the then Leader of the Opposition, who is now 
the brilliant Premier of this great State, that a Labor Government would spend $1 million on the construction of a 
swimming pool at a school in Dampier.  Since the election there have been many rumours.  People talk a lot in a 
small community, and concern and alarm has been expressed about a couple of rumours.  One is that the 
Government never intended to build the swimming pool.  Of course, I find that very hard to believe.  Another is 
that the Government has placed obstacles in the way of the development of the pool.  I also find that hard to 
believe.  The rumours need to be dispelled.  These matters need to be sorted out once and for all.  Another 
rumour is that the shire is supporting the construction of the pool.  To allow the people of Dampier to gauge the 
current position of the Government, will the minister put on record a number of facts?  If the minister can answer 
my questions today, I would be grateful.  Has money been allocated for the pool?  How supportive of the project 
is the shire council?  How could the project be delivered?   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [10.14 am]:  I thank the member for 
Kimberley for raising the grievance.  Dampier is within the electorate of the Speaker, who is not here at the 
moment, so it is on his behalf that we are exploring this matter.  

If I may provide some background, a commitment was made during the last election campaign that a Gallop 
Government would support the construction of a swimming pool in Dampier along the lines outlined by the 
member for Kimberley.  Together with some of my Labor colleagues, I assisted the member for Burrup when he 
was doorknocking in Dampier.  It was quite a good experience.  It is a beautiful location.  I met a lot of 
interesting people and noticed the sense of community.  One of the issues that the local people raised was a 
desire to have a community swimming pool.  We developed a policy along those lines.  When Labor won 
government, I became the Minister for Sport and Recreation.  The proposal on the table was for a contribution 
from the State Government for a swimming pool in Dampier.   

The issue rests upon whether the local council supports the development of a swimming pool.  The difficulty has 
been that it does not.  There are reasons for that, and I understand those reasons.  The provision of money for the 
development of a swimming pool is one thing - they are very expensive and all communities would like to have 
them - but the ongoing costs and the cost of maintenance are another issue altogether.  There are now several 
dozen community swimming pools in country Western Australia, principally in the wheatbelt, which were 
installed in the 1960s and 1970s and which are now very severe financial drains on the local authorities.  Most 
members on both sides of the Chamber, particularly regional and rural members, would have some knowledge of 
such pools in their areas and the difficulties that small councils are confronted with when trying to find the 
necessary ongoing revenue to keep their swimming pools viable.  I believe that is the issue that weighs heavily 
on the local council in Dampier. 

The process by which a pool would be developed is quite straightforward and transparent; that is, the 
Government in partnership with the local community and the local council would jointly fund the project.  No 
State Government - certainly not in the past decade or two - has been in the practice of forcing a facility upon a 
council if the council does not want it.  A local council might say that it cannot take it on because it does not 
want to bear the ongoing running costs. 

Hon Keith Wilson, when he was the Minister for Sport and Recreation in the Burke Government, established the 
community sporting and recreation facilities fund.  I believe that it is the best fund of its kind of any State 
Government in Australia.  Essentially it provides money from the State Government for the development of 
facilities, both small scale, such as cricket wickets, tennis court nets and lights, which are very valuable to local 
communities, and large scale, and there have been some very large-scale projects.  Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.J. 
Dean), you will know the aquatic centre and indoor sports centre in Bunbury.  The member for Kalgoorlie’s 
electorate has a very large facility.  In the seat of Wagin the town of Narrogin has a sport and recreation facility 
which I have no doubt will be the best of its kind in a rural community of that size anywhere in Australia.  It was 
funded during the last Court Government.  I am sure that much of the credit for it should go to the former 
National Party members for that area.  I anticipate that it might become a bit of a burden on the local council 
because it is such a big facility.   
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Under the community sporting and recreation facilities fund the Government contributes one-third of the cost of 
a project, the local council contributes one-third and a community group, sporting group or a group of that nature 
will contribute the other third.  By accepted practice it has been agreed that often the local sporting group or 
sporting association contribution is an in-kind rather than a financial contribution, although when projects are 
quite large, obviously in-kind contributions tend to fall a bit short of the 30 per cent mark.  When we came into 
government we altered the funding arrangements.  Some small councils in rural and remote areas were unable to 
provide 30 per cent of the capital required.  Therefore, local communities were not able to contribute 30 per cent.  
We changed the funding arrangements to allow the State to contribute up to 50 per cent of the cost for small rate-
based communities, typically those in the mining and pastoral areas and in some of the country and rural areas.  
The amount that the State Government contributes is based on the rate revenue of each council.   

As part of the Government’s response to the Gordon inquiry, I excised from the community sporting and 
recreation facilities fund an amount of money specifically to be allocated to Aboriginal communities, because it 
became obvious to me after one and a half years as Minister for Sport and Recreation that many Aboriginal 
communities had no sporting and recreation facilities whatsoever because local councils had not recommended a 
project to the State Government.  The process is that a project emanates from a grassroots desire and then the 
local council makes recommendations to the State Government and ranks projects in order of priority.  
Aboriginal communities were simply not getting anything.  Aboriginal communities of 500 or 600 people have 
no community sporting facilities whereas numerous small wheatbelt towns with much smaller populations have 
tennis courts, basketball courts, bowling facilities, swimming pools and so on.  An obvious inequity needed to be 
addressed.  From the point of view of the State, money is still available for this project.  However, if the local 
council does not want it, we cannot progress very far.  That basically is the stumbling block.  The local member 
has been absolutely brilliant, as many members are, as an advocate for this facility in his electorate.  He deserves 
great credit for keeping this issue alive with the Government.  However, the local council needs to support it. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.J. Dean):  Grievances noted. 
 


